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Calling on all Walkers and Nature Lovers! 


April 29, 1996 


This year the focus project the Club will be supporting in the Sixth Annual Nature Walkathon for the Environment is 
a critical link in Southern Ontario’s walking and cycling trail system! 

A 15 km abandoned railway corridor between Stone Church Rd. in East Hamilton and Caledonia is being acquired by 
the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. To the north, this rail-trail will connect to the new trail developed in Red Hill 
Valley which, in turn, connects with the Lake Ontario Waterfront Trail. At its southerly point, the trail intersects another 
railway corridor being considered for public acquisition, thus providing an important link between Lake Ontano and Lake 
Erie. It also provides a protected natural corridor close to nearly all the environmentally sensitive areas in Glanbrook, and new 
opportunities for developing amphibian habitat, erecting bluebird and kestrel boxes, and bringing thousands of urban 
residents closer to nature. 

The Nature Walkathon is the Hamilton/Burlington area's most successful fundraising activity for environmental 
projects. Over the past five years, more than $150,000 has been accumulated for fish and wildlife habitat restoration in 
Cootes Paradise, the Club's biological inventory of natural areas in Hamilton-Wentworth, the new HRC A walking and cycling 
trail in the Dundas Valley, the Bruce Trail's program to protect the Niagara Escarpment, and more than 75 smaller 
environmental projects earned out by schools, churches, hospitals, service clubs and other community organizations. 

The Club has put together a "Team Wildlife" to participate in this year’s Walkathon. Everything they raise will go 
towards the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority’s Rail Trail Development Project. 

We will be walking parts of the Bruce Trail as well as on the newly built formal path in the beautiful Red Hill Valley 
in east Hamilton. The walk begins at 8:30 a.m. at Mohawk Sports Park, comer of Upper Kenilworth and Limendge Road, on 
Saturday, June 8rd. You too are welcome to be part of our team! If you raise pledges totalling over $100, you will receive a 
gift and a chance at a draw prize. (See enclosed pledge form). 

If you cannot walk, please consider sponsoring "Team Wildlife" in its efforts. You may mail a cheque made out to the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club, to the Club's address listed in the letterhead. Please mark on the cheque that it is for "Team 
Wildlife". 


Anyone wishing to help out on the day of the event with the registration table, trail markings, check points etc. may 
attend either of two volunteer briefings being organized on Thursday, May 30 and Tuesday, June 4. They are both being 
held at 7:30 p.m. at Rasberry House near the RBG's Nature Centre. 

For further information, please do not hesitate to call me at (905) 664-8796. Hope to hear from you soon! 

Environmentally and naturally yours, 

fiXa Jc bl 

Betty Blasnill, Treasurer 


Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a non-profit organization dedicated to the study, appreciation 
and conservation of our wild plants and animals. 

All work is freely done by Directors, Officers and Members. 



